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Pretérito
1. Use
e Use as a completed past action that occurred at a specific time in the past.
e Often used with a unit of time in the past.
Avyer-yesterday Anoche- last night
Anteayer-the day before yesterday
e Other key words that might indicate the preterit are:
Por fin- finally
Ya- already
El/la__ pasado- (the) last . (mes-month, afio-year, verano-summer, dia-

day, etc.) Ex. El mes pasado- last month
Por la primera vez- for the first time
English:
“-ed” words. (I walked. Yo caminé.)
“did” something. (Did you dance last night? ; Bailaste anoche?)
Summarize feeling about an event.

2. Regqular Verbs

hablar

hablé

hablamos

hablaste | (hablasteis)

hablé

hablaron

“-er” & “-ir” verbs conjugate the same in the preterite

comer vivir
comi comimos vivi Vivimos
comiste | (comisteis) viviste (vivisteis)
comio comieron Vivié vivieron




12/01/2008 School\C:\Documents and Settings\Byoung\My Documents\Grammar for Gringos-Sophia\preterite.doc P.2
of 4

3. Only “-ir” verbs have stem changes in the preterite. . It’s “sandal shaped” in “él-ellos”
forms.

Dormir- to sleep
dormi dormimos
dormiste | (dormisteis)
durmi6 | durmieron

4. lIrreqular verbs

e Irregular verbs don’t have any accents.

e Ir: Sounds like Elmer Fudd playing the giant in “Jack in the Beanstalk™.
“Fui, fuai, fuo, fuuhm.”

e Ser & ir conjugate exactly the same in the preterite.

ir - to go ser - to be
fui fuimos fui fuimos
fuiste | (fuisteis) fuiste | (fuisteis)
fue fueron fue fueron

e Ver & dar conjugate exactly the same in the preterite except for the first

letter.
dar- to give ver- to see
di dimos Vi vimos
diste (disteis) viste (visteis)
dio dieron vio vieron

e The following irregular verbs have a spelling change in the stem. They all use
the same endings.

estar estuv

hacer hic

poder pud -e -imos
oner pus fiste | (-isteis)

querer quis

saber sup -0 -ieron

tener tuv

venir vin

e Decir & traer also have a spelling change in the root. The endings for them
are just like those above except in the “ellos/ellas” form.
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decir dij

raer traj

caer caj

5. -zar, -car, -gar verbs

6.

of 4

-e -imos
-iste (-isteis)
-0 -eron

e These verbs have a spelling change only in the “yo” form.
o “Isaw Cé-zar the gué-gar in his qué-car.” (I saw Caesar the gay gar in his K-

car.)

comenzar- to begin
comenceé comenzamos

comenzaste| (comenzasteis)

comenzd comenzaron

buscar- to look for
busqué | buscamos

buscaste| (buscasteis)

busco buscaron

reir, creer, oir, construir

pagar- to pay

pagué pagamos
pagaste | (pagasteis)
pago pagaron

reir- to laugh (also sonreir, reirse, etc.)

rei reimos
reiste | (reisteis)
rio rieron

creer - to believe (also leer, etc.)
crei creimos
creiste | (creisteis)
crey0d | creyeron

0ir - to hear
oye oyimos
oyiste | (oyisteis)
oy6 oyeron

construir - to build (also incluir, contribuir, concluir, huir, etc.)

construi | construimos
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construiste | (construisteis)
construyd | construyeron




